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Francis Ruth Folk Rogers ’43, April 2, 
Orangeburg, S.C. She taught piano and 
was active in church music ministry in the 
Carolinas. She was vice chair of the Colleton 
County Democratic Party and received 
extensive recognition for her leadership 
in the cause of human rights.
Edith Angie Sayer ’43, October 26, 
Tigerville, S.C. She earned degrees in library 
science from Vanderbilt University’s George 
Peabody College for Teachers and served
as a high school librarian and mathematics 
teacher in Georgia for four years and as 
librarian at Truett-McConnell College for
two years. She then moved to North 
Greenville College, where she was librarian 
from 1949 to 1987. She was a member 
of the Southeastern Library Association 
and the South Carolina Library Association, 
a six-time Worthy Matron of the Order of 
the Eastern Star, and an Outstanding 
Educator of America. Listed in Who’s Who 
of American Women, Personalities of the 
South, and Dictionary of International Two 
Thousand Women of Achievement, she was 
Baptist Women’s director and Girls’ Auxiliary 
director for the North Greenville Baptist 
Association.
Carl W. Sinclair ’43, October 5, Greens-
boro, N.C. He served from 1942–46 in the 
Army Air Corps, assigned to the Airways 
Communication System. After completing 
military service and earning his degree he 
worked with JP Stevens, Mohawk Carpet 
Mills and the Institute of Textile Technology. 
He ended his career at Cone Mills as a textile 
engineering consultant. After retiring he 
volunteered with International Executive 
Service Corps as a textile consultant to Third 
World countries. He was a Red Cross volun-
teer, a lay leader in the Methodist church, 
and a member of the Southern Textile 
Association. 
Dwayne E. King, Sr. ’44, May 12, 
Greenville. His time at Furman was inter-
rupted by World War II, during which he
served a full combat tour and flew 35 
missions as a navigator in B-17s. He retired 
from the Air Force Reserve in 1969 as a 
major and was employed with JP Stevens 
as an accountant. He was involved with the 
Jaycees, Rotary and Masons.
Pauline Bryson Potter ’45, May 6, 
Myrtle Beach, S.C. She taught science and 
math on the middle and high school levels.
Merl Douglas ’46, November 16, 
Lombard, Ill. He was a military veteran 
and worked in retail public relations. 
He was a docent at Brookfield Zoo and 
volunteered at Mayslake Peabody Estate. 
Miriam “Mickey” Jones Henderson 
’46, May 16, Greenwood, S.C. She was 
an educator for more than 30 years and 
was active in the Greenwood Woman’s 
Club and the Isaqueena Study Club.
Mary Mundy Morgan ’46, March 23, 
Easley, S.C. She retired as a psychologist 
with the Greenville County School System.
Lena Wall Glover Perrin ’47, June 1, 
Greenville. She was a visitor for the Depart-
ment of Public Welfare and a member of 
the Auxiliary of the Piedmont chapter of 
the South Carolina Society of Professional 
Engineers. She was also a member of the 
Greenville chapter of the South Carolina 
Genealogical Society, Greenville County 
Historical Society and South Carolina 
Historical Society, and was a sustaining 
member of the Junior League.
Hassell B. Sledd ’47, October 15, 
Johnstown, Pa. After serving in World 
War II, he earned his doctorate from 
Boston University while holding an assistant 
professorship at Northeastern University. 
He taught English at Slippery Rock University 
in Pennsylvania for nearly 30 years. He was 
active in the Slippery Rock Rotary Club and 
the youth exchange program for the district.
IN mEmOrIAm: 
FrANK TAYLOr
bEFORE COMINg TO FURMAN in 1979 as chair of the physics 
department, Frank Taylor taught for 12 years at Southern Technical 
Institute in Marietta, Ga. His final year there, he was named the school’s 
Faculty Member of the year — an accomplishment he matched at Furman 
in 1983, when he received the Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle 
Furman Award for Meritorious Teaching.
In an article in the Fall ’83 issue of Furman Reports, Taylor explained 
why, after 12 years at a technical college, he’d wanted to move to a 
liberal arts school: “Here, the slant of what I teach is different. At a tech-
nical college, application is it. But at a college like Furman, you can justify 
studying something simply because it is interesting. you don’t listen to a 
symphony because it will lead you to build a better transistor radio. So, 
too, in physics, you can see and appreciate the beauty if you aren’t forced 
always to be concerned with practical applications.”
Taylor, who died July 25 at the age of 68, was a Georgia Tech gradu-
ate who earned advanced degrees from the University of North Carolina. 
He was skilled at computer programming and was instrumental in intro-
ducing computers into the physics curriculum. Under his leadership the 
department acquired high-end computer hardware and software, and 
he helped develop an award-winning interdisciplinary computer course. 
During his years at Furman Taylor received the student government’s 
Rookie of the year Award and the Invitation Award from the Student 
League for Black Culture.
He was perhaps best known for his commitment to and genuine 
concern for students, often working late hours to help entire classes 
understand their assignments. His friend Bill Rogers, now Bennette 
E. Geer Professor Emeritus of Literature, once said, “Frank is more 
devoted to the craft of teaching than almost any college professor 
I know.” Upon Taylor’s retirement from Furman in 1999, Rogers 
praised his “dedication to the good of Furman and the larger com-
munity, his courage and compassion, and his personal integrity.”
After leaving Furman Taylor taught courses at Greenville Technical 
College and was active with the Rotary Club of the Foothills. He worked 
closely with the Minefield Adoption Project, a local program dedicated 
to supporting the United Nations’ de-mining effort in coordination with 
Rotary clubs in Germany and Bosnia-Herzegovina.
He is survived by a sister and a number of nieces and nephews. 
Furman held a memorial service for him on August 7.
— JIM STEWART
Amanda Noyes and Robert Hodges, 
June 23. Amanda is a software developer 
with SPARC, and Rob is an account 
supervisor with Peoplease. They live 
in Charleston, S.C.
Garrison Ries and Lauren Swindell, 
June 16. They live in Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Lauren is a sourcing specialist with Volt 
Workforce Solutions. Garrison is pursuing 
a Master of Science degree in aeronautics 
at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.  
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Brittany Aloi was among 37 recipients 
(out of 90,000 candidates) of the 2011 
Elijah Watt Sells Award, presented by 
the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants. The award recognizes out-
standing performance on the Uniform CPA 
Examination. Brittany holds a Master of 
Accountancy degree from North Carolina 
State University and works with Reznick 
Group in Charlotte, N.C.
Tony Anderson has been named boys’ 
basketball coach at Brashier Middle College 
Charter High School in Simpsonville, S.C.
Hillary Mullet has been awarded a three-
year National Science Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellowship, which recognizes 
scientific achievement at the undergraduate 
level and professional promise in graduate 
school. Fellows receive an annual stipend 
of $30,000, an additional $10,500 cost-
of-education allowance, and opportunities 
for international research and professional 
development. Hillary is studying cognitive 
psychology in the doctoral program at 
Duke University.  
Jonathan Teitloff has joined BrightTag, 
a tech start-up in Chicago. He previously 
worked in digital marketing management 
at Starcom Worldwide, an advertising 
agency.
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Erin Gray and Natalie Gruenke have 
each been awarded a three-year National 
Science Foundation Graduate Research 
Fellowship, which recognizes scientific 
achievement at the undergraduate level 
and professional promise in graduate 
school. Fellows receive an annual stipend 
of $30,000, an additional $10,500 cost-
of-education allowance, and opportunities 
for international research and professional 
development. Erin is studying chemical 
synthesis at Princeton University. Natalie 
is enrolled at Northwestern University, 
where she is studying chemical structure, 
dynamics and mechanism.
Dusty Roether is a recipient of the Ethel 
Carlisle Southern Librarian Scholarship for 
2012. He is enrolled in the Master of Library 
and Information Science program at the 
University of South Carolina. The Southern 
scholarship is available to a Furman student 
who anticipates becoming a librarian or to 
a Furman graduate who is accepted into a 
program accredited by the American Library 
Association.
MARRIAGE: Matthew Giebert and 
Megan Hamilton, May 12. They live 
in College Station, Texas, where Megan is 
pursuing a master’s degree in health educa-
tion and Matt is studying for a doctorate in 
political science at Texas A&M University. 
12
Annelise Gorensek, Megan Novak 
and James Wade, all of whom earned 
degrees in chemistry, have each been 
awarded a three-year National Science 
Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship, 
which recognizes scientific achievement at 
the undergraduate level and professional 
promise in graduate school. Fellows receive 
an annual stipend of $30,000, an additional 
$10,500 cost-of-education allowance, and 
opportunities for international research 
and professional development. Annelise
is pursuing a doctorate in biochemistry 
at the University of North Carolina. Megan 
is studying cancer biology at Northwestern 
University, and James is doing graduate 
work in analytical chemistry at the 
University of Illinois.
Brandon Tensley and Sarah “Kitty” 
Tryon have been awarded J. William 
Fulbright Scholarships to serve as English 
teaching assistants in Germany for the 
2012–13 academic year. The Fulbright 
is the flagship academic exchange program 
between the United States and 155 coun-
tries. At the spring Commencement 
Brandon received the Bradshaw-Feaster 
Medal for General Excellence, given by the 
faculty to the outstanding male graduate. 
Kitty was a member of the women’s soccer 
team and was named to the Southern 
Conference Student Athlete Honor Roll.
DEATHS
Betty Glenn Harris Curry ’38, May 17, 
Greenwood, S.C. An accomplished pianist, 
she had a long career as an elementary 
school educator.
Robert Nelson DuRant ’40, May 28, 
West Columbia, S.C. A graduate of the Uni-
versity of South Carolina School of Law, he 
volunteered with the Army Air Corps from 
1942 to 1946, then returned to active duty 
in 1950 on a regular Army commission. He 
retired as a lieutenant colonel after serving 
as chief trial attorney, Department of the 
Army and Chief Contact Appeals branch 
of the Judge Advocate General’s Office in 
Washington, D.C. He did a tour in Germany, 
where he was president of Northern Area 
Command Men of the Frankfurt Central 
Chapel, and in Verdun, France, where 
he was staff judge advocate of Fourth 
Logistical Command and a recipient of 
the Verdun Medal. From 1967 to 1974 he 
was executive vice president of the South 
Carolina Bankers Association. He also served 
as president of the Southern Conference of 
Bankers Associations and of the South Caro-
lina Society of Association Executives. He 
was the first executive director of the South 
Carolina Bar, a two-term president of the 
National Association of Bar Executives, and 
a member of the House of Delegates of the 
American Bar Association. He and his wife 
established the DuRant Public Service Award 
with the South Carolina Bar Foundation, 
the highest honor awarded to a member of 
the state Bar. Active in the Columbia Rotary 
Club and Richland County March of Dimes, 
he chaired the board of trustees of Epworth 
Children’s Home. He was a life member of 
the Military Officers Association of America 
and a member of the state forestry asso-
ciation.   
Frances Inez Hair Edwards ’41, 
April 14, Rock Hill, S.C. She earned 
a master’s degree from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and retired from 
teaching with the North Carolina 
Department of Education.
Martha Geer Perry ’41, October 25, 
Monroe, N.C. She taught school briefly 
before going to work for the Thomasville 
(N.C.) Times. She was a volunteer for the 
American Red Cross and the Department 
of Social Services.
Marcia Linda Bell Crouch ’42, 
April 1, Decatur, Ga. During World War II 
she worked at Bellevue Hospital Center in 
New york City. She was active in the United 
Methodist Women and the Catherine Horst-
mann Home. She managed the Church of 
the Savior shut-in program and volunteered 
at the Free Clinic for Animal Health.
Ward Rhyne Robinson ’42, April 26, 
Cary, N.C. He was commissioned an ensign 
in the U.S. Navy Reserve and served tours 
in Brazil and on several different seacraft. 
After his discharge he earned additional 
undergraduate and graduate degrees from 
North Carolina State University and taught 
vocational agriculture for 18 years. In 1966 
he joined the Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute as a consultant, and in 1979 
he was elected president of the North 
Carolina Vocational Teachers’ Association. 
He was also on the faculty at North Carolina 
State. In 1966 his family was chosen Family 
of the year for the Western North Carolina 
Methodist Conference. 
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